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Some Obfervations 


Concerning the Comet , that hath lately appear'd in fc- 
rain parts , communicated from Italy and Portugal. 

The Italian Account,given hj Gio. Domen. Caffini, we thus 

Fngliji). 

A N no I < 5 ( 58 . the io* of March h.x. of the following night, 
(after the Italian way of counting) at Bononia, Iobferved 
a path of Light extended from the whale through Fridanns 5 
which I judged to be the Train of a Comet, both by the Figure and 
Colour, as alfo becaufe that the direction of it, being by the 
Fancy continued, feem’d to proceed unto the 2 1. degr. of Pipes 3 
where the Sun then was, and fo tended to the part oppofit to the 
Sun , li ke other Comets. By its extreme point it reached to that 
Star in Eridanus 3 which is called the Fourteenth by Bayerus : But 
it ilfued out of the Horizontal Clouds, fo -that I thought, the 
Head of the Comet was either vailed by them, or hid under the 
Horizon. It followed the Motion of diurnal revolution Weft- 
u ard, and it was to be feen about the fecond hour of the night 5 
for then it was demerfed in the mifts of the Horizon. 

Not far from its pointed end Eaftward, there appeared a Star , 
equal to [the brighteft of the Fourth magnitude , airaoft in the 
fameplace, where was obferv'dthe Comet oi A. 1664. Decemh. 
31. which Star was not the# feen, nor at other times elfewhere, 
nor is deferibed in any Catalogue, on any Globe or Map, that I 
can learn 5 which therefore I deem to be a New one, that is, of 
new appearance. 

March 11. at even the Horizon was in the We(l overcaft with 
thin Clouds 5 among which after one hour of the night, there 
was feen a Brightness in the whale , at leaft for half an hour, 
which was very like the fplendour of Venus , likewife vailed by 
thin clouds. 

March 12. at night, the lower parts of the Heavens in the Weft 
were clouded, and when the Great Dog-par was in the Mid- 
heaven, the fame Tail appear'd again. It pafied through the Star 
in Fridanus, which Bairns calls the 15th, and left toth eSouth- 
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ward the 14th, where it did terminate March 10. Being by the 
imagination drawn out to about 3. degrees and further, it tended 
to that Southern Star, which preceds the Ear of Lepus. It was 
therefore more Northerly , than the day before yefterday, and 
more Eafterly $ and it alfo reacht to the oppofit part of the Sun. 
Towards the Weft it came out of the Clouds, and left us doubt ¬ 
ful, whether its head was hid by them, or under the Horizon. But 
the Line from Jupiter to the extremity of the faid Tayle in the 
Clouds was perpendicular to that Tayle $ So that it was in the 
Whale , and the apparent part of the Train reached out inlength 
about 32. degrees. 

So far the Italian relation •, that of Portugal from Lisbon is this $ 

Various are the Difcourfes of the newly difcover’d Comet , feen 
here the firft time (according to the general report of our Ob- 
fervers*,) 

March 5. ft. n. But for as much as it feems to follow the Re¬ 
gular courfe o L the Sun, and lets few hours after it, there could 
hitherto be taken no confiderable observations of it. The Body 
thereofis not feen, becaufe it remains hid in the Horizon. Irs 
Train is of a ftupendious length, extended in appearance overal- 
moft the 4th part of the vifible Heaven, from Weft to Eaft 5 its 
apparent breadth is of a good Palm, and its fplendor very great, 
but it Lifts but a few hours. In time there will be difcourfes writ¬ 
ten upon this Subjed, like to be more particular and exad, 
which I {hall tranfmit to you, to compare with the Obfervations, 
made in your parts. 

Though thefe accounts he hut very general and tin-accurate , yet 
being the be ft, that are come to our bands, we thought it not amifs , tc 
impart them to thepuhlick. Several letters, mitten from France, 
make aljo mention of its having been feen in fun dry parts cf that 
Kingdom , as at Lyons, Tholoufe, Toulon, hut not at Paris; no 
more than it hath been ohferved at London, or in any other part of 
England, that we can hear of by any certain relation. 



